88                                Homer.                      [August ai.
a. very long stalk of corn, as a specimen of his crop, and said, 'You see here the Icetas scgetes1;' he added, that Virgil seemed to be as enthusiastic!* a farmer as he5, and was certainly a practical one. JOHNSON. ' It does not always follow, my lord, that a man who has written a good poem on an art, has practised it. Philip Miller told me, that in Philips's Cyder, a poem, all the precepts were just, and indeed better than in books written for the purpose of instructing ; yet Philips had never made cyder3.'
I started the subject of emigration1. JOHNSON. ' To a man of mere animal life, you can urge no argument against going to America, but that it will be some time before he will get the earth to produce. But a man of any intellectual enjoyment will not easily go and immerse himself and liis posterity for ages in barbarism.'
He and my lord spoke highly of Homer. JOHNSON. ' He had all the learning of his age. The shield of Achilles shews a nation in war, a nation in peace ; harvest sport, nay, stealing'.1 MONBODDO. 'Ay, and what we (looking to me)
1 Gcorgics, i. i.
3 Walter Scott used to tell an instance of Lord Monboddo's agricultural enthusiasm, that returning home one night after an absence (I think) on circuit, he went out with a candle to look at a field of turnips, then a novelty in Scotland. CHOKER.
3 Johnson says the same in his Life of John Pliilips, and adds :—• ' This I was told by Miller, the great gardener and botanist, whose experience was, that " there were many books written on the same subject in prose, which do not contain so much truth as that poem." ' Works, vii. 234. Miller is mentioned in Walpole's Letters, ii. 352 :— ' There is extreme taste in the park [Hagley]: the seats are not the best, but there is not one absurdity. There is a ruined castle built by Miller, that would get him his freedom, even of Strawberry: it has the true rust of the Barons' Wars.'
* See ante, p. 29.
6 My note of this is much too short. Brevis esse laboro, obscurits fio. [' I strive to be concise, I prove obscure.' FRANCIS. Horace, Ars Poet. \. 25.] Yet as I have resolved that the very Journal ivh£c7t Dr. Johnson read, shall be presented to the publick, I will not expand the text in any considerable degree, though I may occasionally supply a word to complete the sense, as I fill up the blanks of abbreviation,
would his territorial, title. But this assumption of two names, one official and one personal, and being addressed by the one and subscribing by the other, is wearing out, and will soon disappear entirely.' Cockburn's Jeffrey, i. 365. Ze&post, p. 126, note i.
